IX
THE TOLTECS AND AZTECS
X the Spaniards under Cortez landed on the
shores of Mexico, they found the country in posses-
sion of a highly cultured and civilized race whom
they called Aztecs, Every one is familiar with this
fact, but so much fiction, romance and misinforma-
tion has been told and written about the ancient
Mexicans that there are many misconceptions.
Many people are under the impression that all the
inhabitants of Mexico, prior to the conquest, were
civilized Aztecs. As a matter of fact, these people
occupied and controlled only a comparatively small
portion of the country, mainly the high plateaus and
valleys, with their capital at what is now Mexico City,
but which they called Tenochtitlan.
Aside from the Aztecs, there were countless diverse
and distinct races and tribes in Mexico. Many were
still savages, others were cultured, and some had a
civilization of their own. Among these were the
Zapotecs with their culture in southern Mexico, the
Totonac culture about Vera Cruz, the Pipil culture
on the western coast of Mexico and in Honduras,
the Otomis about Guanajuato and Queretaro, the
Mixtecas on the gulf coast, the Tlascalans who were
enemies of the Aztecs and gladly aided Cortez, the
Tecpanecs dwelling on the shore of Lake Tezcuco,
the Huicholes in northern Mexico, and many others.
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